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Cortes Island Wildfire Fuel 
Treatment 
 

  

 

 

Reef Point falling is the primary contractor for the Cortes Island Wildfire Treatment.. The Project 

team is made up of Tor Ellingsen and Kate McLean. Tor was born and raised on Cortes Island 

and has been an industry handfaller for 22 years. He is a certified falling supervisor and holds 

Danger tree Assessor certificates in Wildfire Safety and Parks modules. Kate McLean was born 

and raised on Quadra Island. She has 17 years wildfire experience and is currently contracting 

FireSmart assessment/guest speaker services to the Strathcona Regional District through the 

UBCM firesmart program. Kate also holds DTA wildfire module certification and has completed 

2 years apprenticeship with BC Hydro as a Powerline technician. This background will be 

valuable in coordinating falling activities and communicating with BC Hydro for falling along 

treatment unit distribution Right-Of-Way.  

 

We have walked the proposed Treatment unit and identified that the prescription of dragging all 

debris to bins at the recycling depot for chipping and removal by the SRD is extremely labour 

intensive. Especially with the terrain features and distance that the debris will need to be drug. 

Therefore, all debris will be removed via pile burning.  
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Map of Treatment Area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fuel Management Prescription 
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Preliminary Field Reconnaissance 
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Traditional Use Survey 
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